2003 Accomplishment Report of the Steering Committee
Introduction

The Steering Committee of the Global Campaign for Ratification of the United Nations International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (from here forward referred to as the SC) was first convened in 1998. It is a unique alliance of intergovernmental agencies and leading international human rights, church, labor, migrant and women’s organizations whose basic purpose is to: 

· Project a broad profile of support for the Convention Ratification Campaign;

· Provide leadership and coordination in conducting the Campaign;

· Mobilize diverse sectors and resources to support ratification efforts;

· Place the Campaign in the context of advancing human rights. 

Membership and Organization

At present, the SC has thirteen member and two observer organizations. The members are December 18, Human Rights Watch (HRW), International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), International Labour Office (ILO), International Organization for Migration (IOM), Migrant Forum in Asia (MFA), Migrants Rights International (MRI), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Public Services International (PSI), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), and World Council of Churches (WCC). The two observer organizations are Amnesty International (AI) and International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC). 

The SC has a rotating six month Convener nominated from among its members. In 2003, the Convenership was held by Mariette Grange of ICMC and now currently by Jillyanne Redpath of IOM. 

Migrants Rights International (MRI) serves as the SC secretariat, secondening a Campaign Staff, Emily Lovrien, who provides support to the SC and works closely with the Convener. SC meetings are conducted on a regular basis in order to present campaign updates, generate campaign ideas and strategies, and plan for SC awareness raising events. 

How is the global campaign organized and carried out?

A global campaign for entry into force of this Convention is ongoing. It includes coordinated activities at international and national levels to build awareness about the International Convention. Its main purpose is to promote the ratification of, or accession to, the International Convention by a large number of States, and for the incorporation of its standards in national laws and practices.

While the SC generates basic campaign strategies and materials, the success of the campaign is grounded in its purpose being adopted and promoted by hundreds of organizations and people who may or may not be formally affiliated to the campaign.

Campaigning for ratification requires political and awareness-building elements directed towards building endorsement of the Convention from a broad cross-section of society, including public officials, political parties, trade unions, religious groups, women's organizations and so on.

Status of Ratifications and Signatures

On 14 March 2003, Guatemala ratified the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. This allowed the entry into force of the Convention on 1 July 2003. The SC members along with their member and partner organizations around the world worked long and hard for this monumental occasion and see it as a positive step towards protecting the human rights of migrants. 

At present, the number of ratifications of the Convention is 25, with Burkina Faso, El Salvador, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Mali and Timor-Leste ratifying in 2003 and 2004. The number of signatures to the Convention is nine: Bangladesh, Chile, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Paraguay, Sao Tome & Principe, Sierra Leone, Togo and Turkey.

Since the SC was formed in 1998, it has worked to publicize and raise awareness of the Convention through the Global Campaign. Thus far, the work has been successful with the number of ratifications and signatures rising sharply. Between the years of 1993 and 1998, there were only 9 ratifications and 2 signatures while from1999 to the present there have been 16 ratifications and 7 signatures.

Nevertheless, the work of the SC will continue. Governments still need to be convinced that ratification of the Convention is necessary. This will be achieved only by building awareness about the Convention with government officials, diplomats, politicians, NGOs and the public-at-large, nationally and internationally.

Steering Committee Activities in 2003

This past year was a very busy and important year for the SC marked by the entry into force of the Convention on 1 July 2003. Besides commemorating this important event with a high level panel, the SC and its members organized a variety of other actions including a parallel event to the Commission on Human Rights, a photography exhibit, press statements and written contributions to intergovernmental meetings. Below is a chronological summary of the SC events in 2003. 

· 59th Session of the Commission on Human Rights

During the Commission on Human Rights (CHR), the SC made an oral intervention under item 14(a) Migrant Workers as well as organized a panel event on the entry into force of the Convention in conjunction with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

The oral intervention encouraged governments to ratify the Convention and highlighted its importance in the protection of migrants’ human rights. Copies of the intervention were made available to participants. 

The panel event was held as a parallel activity to the Commission. Speakers included Mr. Bertrand Ramcharan, Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Gabriela Rodriguez, UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants, Mr. Hany Salim, Counsellor from the Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the UN at Geneva, Mr. Syed Saiful Haque from Migrant Forum in Asia/WARBE, and as Moderator, Ms. Mariette Grange of the International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC).
Mr. Ramcharan spoke about the internal reasoning of the Convention and why governments should ratify, pointing out that many of the provisions mentioned in the Convention are in fact the same basic human rights enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. Ms. Rodriguez asserted that the ultimate goal should be the Convention’s universalization as well as stressing why migrants warrant a specific Convention for the protection of their human rights. Mr. Salim spoke of the positive contributions migrants make to host societies and how the Convention can serve as a useful framework to incorporate human rights into migration management in lieu of control and repression. Finally, Mr. Haque addressed the impact of the upcoming entry into force of the Convention vis-à-vis the work of NGO advocates and migrant workers promoting migrants’ rights, and how the Convention positively affects the conditions of migrant workers and members of their families. 

The panel was attended by both governments, representatives of international organizations and NGOs. The diversity of the speakers made for a very broad and interesting examination of the Convention and they were able to successfully demonstrate the usefulness of the Convention to both governments and migrants alike. 

· Entry into Force of the UN Migrant Workers Convention

With the entry into force of the Convention on 1 July 2003, the Steering Committee organized a high-level panel event in Geneva at the UN Palais des Nations. Beforehand, invitations and a Convention campaign manual were sent to all government missions located in Geneva. The invitation letters were individually adapted to the position of the government vis-à-vis the Convention; a State’s Party, a Signatory or a non-ratifying State.   

Speakers on the panel included Mr. Bertrand Ramcharan, Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights; Mr. Brunson McKinley, Director-General of the International Organization for Migration; Mr. Gustavo Albin, Ambassador of the Mission of Mexico to the UN; Mr. Kari Tapiola, Executive Director, Standards and Fundamental Rights at Work from the International Labour Organization; Mr. Georges Malempré, Director of Geneva Office UNESCO; Mrs. Gabriela Rodriguez Pizarro, UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants; and Mrs. Mamounata Cisse, Assistant General Secretary of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU).

The high-level speakers addressed topics such as the history of the Convention’s drafting lead by Mexico, its importance in protecting migrants, and how the Convention features throughout the work of many intergovernmental organizations. 

Following the panel, Steering Committee member IOM hosted a reception inside the Palais des Nations with a generous donation of refreshments from the Mexican Government. The reception coincided with the opening of a photo exhibit on migrants. 

To further commemorate the entry into force of the Convention, the SC produced and distributed a Press Release as did individual members of the SC. MRI and its member and partner organizations issued statements along with the other NGOs on the Committee. Members of the various SC intergovernmental organizations produced a joint statement and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights produced a poster as well as released a brochure on the contents of the Convention. 

The high level panel and awareness raising activities had varying degrees of success. At the panel event in Geneva, despite the high quality of the speakers and the invitations sent to governments, attendance was relatively low. This may unfortunately demonstrate the continuous lack of interest by many governments towards the Convention. 

On the other hand, many successful celebrations and events took place outside of Geneva. Some of the SC members such as  Migrant Forum in Asia, December 18 and Migrants Rights International, organized many awareness raising activities around the world which generated a great deal of positive attention. 

· 86th Council Session of the International Organization for Migration 

From 30 November 2003 to 3 December 2003, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) held its Council Session in Geneva. As in years past, for part of the Session, two working groups were formed with the themes of labour migration and capacity-building in migration management. In order to complement these working groups and the general dialog at the Session, the Steering Committee contributed a written piece on the Convention. This document highlighted various parts of the Convention and its relevance to discussions on labour migration, capacity-building, and migration in general. The document also encouraged countries to ratify the Convention and incorporate its comprehensive set of protection standards into national laws. The document was made available to all participants at the IOM Council.

· International Migrants Day

In honor of International Migrant’s Day on December 18, 2003, the Steering Committee issued a Press Statement. This statement welcomed the entry into force of the Convention and the new Committee tasked with monitoring its implementation. The Steering Committee also urged governments involved in migration initiatives to keep the human rights of migrants at the heart of the migration agenda and discussions on migration management. 

Individual members of the SC also commemorated the day with the issuing of Press Releases, Statements, marches, rallies and meetings with their respective governments.  

· Development of Campaign Materials

Throughout 2003, various SC members produced campaign and informational materials on the Convention. UNESCO produced a press-kit including an overview of migration along with an explanation on the Convention. They are also currently embarking upon a series of country studies that focus on government’s perceived obstacles to ratifying the Convention. The regional study on Asia has been released and can be viewed on their website. 

The International Migrants Day Platform Flanders, coordinated by December 18, commissioned a comparative study between the Convention and the Belgian legislation and used it to lobby the Belgian government. The French translation of the Dutch study is being proofread and should be available by the end of February. It will be made available on the December 18 web site.
International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) has released comparison chart and analysis of the six core UN human rights treaties and their relation to the Convention. The study is available on their website. ICMC has also created a Power Point presentation on the Convention which is available to interested groups. 

As mentioned earlier, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights produced a brochure on the Convention, a quick reference guide detailing just some of its many features. The brochure is available on their website. 

Funding 

In 2003, the SC has been generously supported by a grant from the Mexican Government and a donation by SC member UNESCO. From time to time, other SC members make their donation in the form of reprinting campaign materials or other small projects. Fundraising will need to be a priority in 2004.

Conclusion

2003 has turned out to be a busy and rewarding year for the SC. Members worked hard to campaign for the Convention both in Geneva and in their respective countries – producing campaign materials, organizing awareness raising events and releasing Statements. 2003 also witnessed the Convention’s official entrance into human rights law as it joined the ranks of the six other core UN human rights treaties. 

Despite an overall positive year, 2003 was also at times frustrating as many governments, especially migrant receiving countries continued to ignore the importance and potential of ratifying the Convention. The SC is working to distil these fears and misconceptions but it also depends on the openness of governments to engage in dialogue and reflect upon the usefulness of the Convention. 

As 2004 begins, we will continue to work for more ratifications and we look forward to continuing our commitment both as a group and as individuals to work for the respect of the human rights of migrants.  
